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HOSPITAL-WIDE GROUP BIBLIOTHERAPY PROGRAM 


By Margaret C. Hannigan 
*Chief Librarian, V. A. Hospital, Northport, New York 


The experience of planning and developing a group-reading-aloud pro- 
gram in a neuropsychiatric hospital is a dramatic, rewarding one. Each 
new group is a new adventure: Will the patients cooperate or will they 
"hold back", not trusting our promise that we will return every week? 
Will they think that reading aloud is childish and beneath their dignity? 
Will some become disturbed by what is read or will they welcome this 
brief opportunity to escape from their institutionalized living into a 
fascinating world of new ideas and interests? Will any turn to reading 
in an effort to enrich their lives and perhaps to help themselves along 
the road to recovery? 


The medical and library staffs at the Northport V.A. Hospital, with 
almost five years of experience during which the present reading-aloud 
program has grown from eight to 27 group sessions a week, are convinced 
that the patients look forward to and enjoy their bibliotherapy meetings, 
that their participation is usually voluntary and that they benefit in 
many ways from the group activity. 


Even though our work is with all types of mental patients from the 
most deteriorated on the habit-training ward to young veterans under- 
going special psychiatric treatment which frequently results in their 
discharge from the hospital, we have found that a basic pattern can be 
followed with all the groups whether they meet in the library, in a 
corner of a crowded 
dayroom,in a separate 
room on the ward or in 
the courtyard. About 
ten chairs are arranged 
in a circle or around 
a table and the pa- 
tients are invited to 
take their places.Some 
times others, who re- 
fuse to join actively, 
draw up their chairs 
and listen,but if more 
than ten will partici- 
pate,we start another 
section. The leader, a 
librarian or volunteer 





*Miss Hannigan has been on a year's leave to serve as Assistant 
Professor, Department of Librarianship, Marywood College, Scranton, 
Pa. Mary A. Walsh has been Acting Chief Librarian at Northport. 
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worker, gives a short introductory talk. Each patient, having been given 
a copy of the selection to be read, takes a turn reading aloud with dis- 
cussion developing spontaneously among patients in better contact, and 
through a question and answer method with the sicker patients. after 30 
minutes or so of group reading, the patients are encouraged to choose 
books or magazines for free reading. The librarian assists them in find- 
ing something interesting and works with individuals who need encourage- 
ment and help. 


Fortunately, much of the same material can often be used with a wide 
range of patients, This brings the job of searching for selections and 
procuring sufficient copies within practical proportions. As will be 
seen from a glance at the bibliography at the end of this article, we 
rely heavily on paper-bound books which can be purchased in quantity for 
little cost, used over a long period of time and finally put into circu- 
lation; on magazine articles, often in gift copies; and on the senior 
high school current events paper, The American Observer, which we sub- 
scribe to in quantity and use throughout the hospital. Often we can find 
a sufficient number of copies of classical selections, short stories, 
essays and poems among our regular collection for use with a small group, 
and on occasion we have mimeographed copies of suitable selections. We 
try to vary the material so that a wide range of interests and types of 
literature is presented and we always provide a good collection of re- 
lated material for the free reading time. 


In a further attempt to stimulate the interest of the patients and 
to avoid monotony, we occasionally vary the procedure by giving a talk 
to the entire group with the help of pictures, maps and records; by 


demonstrating mechanical aids such as the Projected Book Machine, the 
Recordak, or the Electric Page Turner, thereby giving the mechanically 
minded their day; by having the group read poetry out loud together; by 
conducting an occasional quiz or spell-down; or by giving the whole 
period over to free reading. We notice that periodically a full hour 

for individual reading is a good way to note progress: often a patient 
who showed no interest in reading before the group work started will se- 
lect his own material and apparently spend most of the hour reading inie- 
pendently. Others need encouragement and individual attention, but the 
change in demeanor of the majority of patients is evident and encouraging. 


In all cases we keep at least brief records of the materials used, 
the participation of the individual patients and the progress of the 
group. Thus we have "on the spot" reports of the work and can supply 
information on the individual patients when needed. We make a practice 
of informing the ward physician, either orally or in writing, about 
interesting developments and follow his advice in selecting materials 
and in carrying on the progran. 


Within this basic structure of techniques and materials, there is 
a great variation in the approach to and conduct of the different groups, 
as would be expected in any hospital which cares for all types and ages 
of adult, male, mental patients. With the advice and approval of the 
medical staff, the library adapts its aims and methods to fit the needs 
and condition of the men on each ward as is indicated below. 
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Reintegrative or Total Push Service: 


Our present group reading program is an outgrowth of an experiment 
begun with 200 regressed, chronic, schizophrenic patients receiving 
this treatment in the fall of 1949. Each of the eight groups to which 
the patients were as- 
signed by the doctors 
visited the library 
for one hour a week. 
In time the library 
staff, discouraged by 
the lack of response 
of most of the men to 
library attempts to 
interest them indi- 
vidually in reading, 
experimented with 
different types of 
group programs, final- 
ly settling on the 
reading aloudi-discus- 
sion-free reading 
method described above. Since many of these patients need a great deal 
of help and encouragement to get them to read aloud and to pay attention 
to what is read, we try to subdivide a group so that each leader works 
with only six to eight men at a time. The patients are very withdrawn 
and prefer to be left alone; there is passive resistance to doing any- 
thing for themselves. 





In spite of this, all but three of the original group came to par- 
ticipate in the reading as have almost all of the patients subsequently 
assigned to this service. It is true that an uninitiated observer would 
probably be unimpressed by what we call participation—-a whispered sen- 
tence read hesitatingly by a chap who hasn't spoken for months; pointing 
to the words read by the librarian by another who is unable or unwilling . 
to speak; a valiant but almost unintelligible rendering of a sentence in 
English by a foreign speaking or poorly educated patient. But the ward 
physicians assured us (for at first we needed assurance that this is 
legitimate work for librarians) that even a slight response on the part 
of these very sick men is an accomplishment and that it may be the first 
step toward voluntary reading and improvement in other areas as well. 


In selecting reading material for the "Total Push" patients, our 
general rule is to choose short, rather simple articles, stories and 
biographical sketches with a good representation of familiar selections 
such as poems and short stories in high school collections. For some 
time, The American Observer has been used regularly for several reasons: 
the patients like it and ask about it if it is missing; the pictures and 
maps usually stimmlate discussion and a desire to read the accompanying 
articles; the material is treated more simply than in the news magazines 
but the format is adult and the articles, which are short, give bpth 
sides of a question without bias; it ties in with current news which 
the patients are exposed to on TV, the radio, in the movies and in 
magazines and newspapers, and some of the more alert patients enjoy 
the prestige of recognizing the items and being able to talk knowingly 
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about them. Fnowledge and discussion of current events help to keep the 
patients in touch with the outside world, give them something to talk 
about to visitors, and may help build up confidence for short visits at 
home or for a trial visit. ‘Since socialization is one of the primary 
aims of any work with these patients, it is important to choose articles 
and literature that are likely to promote conversation or are adaptable 
to a simple question-answer technique. Occasionally we have the men 
read parts in plays and even in comics because both require an inter- 
change of conversation, 


Work with patients on the Reintegrative Service requires a stout- 
hearted, patient, optimistic person who can approach the group each week 
with hope, imagination and enough enthusiasm to reach even the most re- 
gressed patient. Actually, of our eight groups, only two are really 
stimulating to work with: the post-lobotomy patients, who are lively 
and interesting, and the group to which the men are promoted as they 
show improvement and from which they graduate to better wards or to go 
home on trial visits. The rest are very ill; the librarian must under- 
stand that the group bibliotherapy is part of the total treatment and 
that the whole point of the library program is to get each man to take 
part (even though he so obviously wants to be left alone) and gradually 
to interest him in choosing his own selections and reading by himself. 
Sometimes for weeks there is scant evidence that all this effort is 
achieving any results, but in time it usually comes out. A newly devel- 
oped or revived interest in reading and the use of the library on the 
part of a patient speaks for itself. When men from this service are 
transferred to another ward, without exception they eagerly join the 
reading groups and sometimes encourage others to take part. Occasionally 
a patient actually tells the librarian, the doctor or the social worker 
that the library has helped him. 


As already indicated, we think it is important to keep a record of 
the materials used and the responses of individual patients as well as 
of the general demeanor and progress of each group. For the first year 
of our program, we sent weekly written reports to the ward physicians. 
It was a great deal of extra work, but it did give the doctors infor- 
mation useful in formlating opinions on a patient's condition and in 
making decisions regarding his transfer to another ward or to trial visit. 
In time we realized that the reports were becoming repetitious so we now 
call the doctor's attention to unusual incidents only and submit a re- 
port on the entire ward about once a year. 


Continuous Treatment Service--Habit Training Ward 


The patients on this ward, young and old alike, are very deterior- 
ated and are cared for almost like babies. We started group work with 
these men at the request of the Rehabilitation Council as part of a 
stepped-up program to bring outside interests to the patients and en- 
courage their participation in activities. At first any response at 
all--reading a few words, looking at pictures or identifying objects in 
pictures--was considered encouraging. We now have about 20 men who take 
their places around two large tables in the day room as soon gs the li- 
brarian and volunteers arrive. The ward is noisy and somewhat confusing 
and we discovered at once that reading aloud with the group was not work- 
able, mainly because of the condition of the patients. We therefore bring 
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preschool and primary 
books with large print 
and bright pictures, 
other picture books of 
animals, nature, me- 
chanics, hobbies, 
sports, photography, 
atlases--and some 
books meeting special 
interests of individ- 
uals, Besides we bring 
a large supply of pic- 
torial magazines, e- 
nough for the entire 
day room since almost 
everyone now wants 
something to look at 
even though many will not join the group. We also provide magnifying 
glasses which intrigue several of the men and enable them to do some 
reading. 















Our procedure here is to let each man pick out his book or magazine 
and exchange them as often as he wishes. While all are looking at their 
selections, the librarian and volunteers work individually with each one. 
The method varies: some love to read aloud to us and bask in any praise 
we give, attempting at the same time to improve by reading louder and 
more clearly; others are hesitant about reading any word longer than a 
8yllable or two and need encouragement and praise--we usually read to 
these men and talk about the pictures; still others are capable of read- 
ing and carrying on a discussion of the material. Sometimes we recite 
familiar poems or nursery rhymes together or the leader conducts a simple 
quiz. Quizzes are popular and surprisingly enough, usually draw response 
from all parts of the roon. 














The ward personnel are extremely helpful in every way. The aides, 
nurses and doctors are the ones who give us some idea of the value of 
our work with these, the most regressed of our patients. Once in a while 
a patient from this ward is transferred to a ward which visits the library 
regularly and we have evidence of the effect of even this simple activity. 






Continuous Treatment Service--Acutely Disturbed Wards 








On the acutely disturbed wards, we have arranged to have the patients 
who wish to join the reading group brought to a separate room away from 
the disturbance of the day room. Sometimes there are 15 or more in a 
group but in this case we do not try to subdivide them because of lack 
of space and ward personnel to cover additional activities. When they 
are well enough to take part, these men are among the most interesting 
and well informed in the hospital; they often are intelligent readers and 
well able to express their views on many subjects. Our general procedure 
follows that described in the beginning of this paper. Almost any sub- 
ject matter is well received—current events, literature, biography,poetry, 
sports, nature stories, mechanics, inventions, etc. Material that is fac- 
tual and even documentary in nature is particularly popular. One of the 
most successful programs with these men was the showing of the American 
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Heritage Project film, "The Declaration of Independence." For the next 
three meetings, the patients asked to continue the discussion and to 
read additional American documents. They displayed an impressive know- 
ledge of and interest in our American heritage. 


Two groups on this service require an additional word. One group of 
patients under special observation, although often in quite good contact, 
are preoccupied with their plans and it sometimes requires ingenuity to 
attract and hold their interest. The librarian may have to start the 
group with only two or three patients but gradually others become inter- 
ested and join. It is usually hard to get away at the end of the period 
and several will follow the librarian to the door expressing thanks, 
making sure that there will be a reading group the next week and often 
giving special requests to be filled during the regular book truck visit. 


Another section of the Special Observation Group, whose members are 
also preoccupied and filled with anxiety, is probably the most difficult 
to draw into an activity that requires their attention. In the past the 
librarian would station herself in the center of the room and just start 
reading aloud; in time a few would gather around her to listen and the 
room would quiet down. An interesting discussion might develop; if not, 
the librarian would finish the story or article, talk quietly to some of 
the men and leave, hoping that the brief distraction had been a relief 
to her listeners. Recently, a room was made available for the reading 
group and at least ten men now take part each week, 


The reading hour is very important to many patients in this ward, 
restricted as their activities necessarily are. The procedures follow 
the general pattern closely. Ordinarily, however, we leave all material 
used with these patients in the ward. This limits the variety of read- 
ing matter slightly and means that what we do use may be somewhat out of 
date. It doesn't seem to make too much difference, however, since the 
ward is well supplied with current magazines and papers for individual 
reading and there is a real advantage in the fact that the material may 
be kept for further perusal. 


Geriatrics Service 


The purpose of group reading on this service is to bring outside 
interests and diversion into the lives of these older men. It usually 
takes the form of reading to the patients or telling them stories since 
many of them do not see too well ani find it difficult to read aloud. 
Most, however, are quite vocal when it comes to explaining the details 
of a baseball game or some other bit of information and they enjoy remi- 
niscing about their youth. They show interest in many subjects, particu- 
larly biography, nature and animal stories, They are often well-informed 
on current events and like politics and history. Contrary to our usual 
practice, we have read several books in their entirety because of the 
men's enjoyment of them. The volunteer workers who coniuct reading with 
the Geriatrics patients have shown great patience and ingenuity in work- 
ing with these men and have devoted, appreciative groups who are ready 
and waiting for the "library lady" to read to them. 
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Acute Intensive Service--Special Treatment Ward 


Of all our bibliotherapy groups, this one is the most stimulating 
and hopeful; its effect on the patients gives both the ward physician 
and the librarians a hint of the part that reading can play in the re- 
covery and rehabilitation of neuropsychiatric patients. For a more com- 
Plete discussion of the work with these men, the reader is referred to 
the March 1954 ALA Bulletin ("An Experience in Group Bibliotherapy" 48: 
148-50). Suffice it to say here that many of the patients on this service 
are undergoing Insulin Coma and Electric Convulsive Therapy and that as 
they begin to respond to their treatment, the majority are looking for 
ways of helping themselves recover. Their discussions of the benefits 
of reading are searching and to the point and their subsequent explor- 
ation of reading materials in the library indicates that books quite 
possibly may become an important part of their lives. All library work 
with these <atients is carried on with the close cooperation of the 
psychiatrist who has stated that the good effects of the program are 
evident to him in his treatment of his patients. 


Acute Intensive Service--Admissions Ward 


Although the latest to be developed in our bibliotherapy program, this 
group may well prove to be the most important to our hospitalized veter- 
ans whether they are able to return to their ordinary lives in a short 
time or are to be hospitalized for a lone period, even for all of their 
lives. The group approach to newly admitted neuropsychiatric patients 
seems more effective in presenting ideas about the benefits and pleasures 
of reading than individual contact of new patients although we continue 
to give personal attention to each in our regular library service. If 
the patient, during his first few days in the hospital, can be "sold" on 
the importance of reading material that is helpful or enjoyable to him, 
he may develop a habit that will enrich his whole life even to the extent 
of furnishing a balancing influence when he needs it. During these first 
days, he is often bewildered and even resentful at finding himself in a 
mental hospital and often, although he is busy attending staff meetings 
and conferences with his doctor, he has not been put on a regular treat- 
ment schedule. It is the best time for the librarian to arouse interest 
in reading, to acquaint a patient with the vast range of materials that 
are his for the asking and to make him feel that the library exists to 
serve his needs, 


The most difficult and hence the most challenging aspect of planning 
the reading program on this ward is its ever-changing population. If 
the number of new arrivals is large, the librarian may meet them by them- 
selves for a few sessions. More often, the new patients are invited to 
join the regular group and the first few minutes are devoted to discussing 
the reading program. In some ways this is more desirable because it gives 
the other patients a chance to bring out their own experiences in reading. 


about library service, books and reading and invariably stimulate worth- 
while, interesting discussions. Samplings of many types of literature 
are also used to acquaint the men with material available to them. The 
library staff are agreed that, just as it is important to prepare a pa- 


tient about to leave the hospital to make use of his public library as an 
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aid in his rehabilitation, so it is our business to bring the new patient 
and the library together at the beginning of his hospitalization, 


The program outlined in this paper is conducted in addition to the 
basic library service, developed over many years, of visiting each ward 
at least weekly with the book truck and bringing groups of patients from 
the wards to the library each week. fFvery bibliotherapy group is inaugu- 
rated and conducted with the approval of the ward physicians--cften at 
their request--and scheduled by the Rehabilitation Council of the hospital. 
Even though the program is planned and supervised by the library staff, 
it could not be carried on without the devoted, faithful and able assist- 
ance of some 20 volunteer workers each week. It is a difficult, demand- 
ing work--sometimes discouraging, often rewarding. Rut we believe in 
it--and so does our medical staff. 


The Bookmark June, 1954 





Code: 


READING MATERIALS USED IN GROUP BIBLIOTHERAPY PROGRAM 


V. A. HOSPITAL, NORTHPORT, NEW YORK 


by 
ROGER C. CHANEY AND GLADYS A. INGALLS 


A--Admissions Ward; D--Acutely Disturbed Ward; G--Geriatrics 


Ward; H--Habit Training Ward; R--Reintegrative Service; S--Special 
Treatment Ward; T--Tuberculosis Ward; *--Books in large print. 


FICTION 

G Adams, S.H. Banner by the wayside.* Random 1947. 

G Aldrich, B.S. A white bird flying.* Appleton 1931 

GTSA Aymar, G.C. A treasury of sea stories. Barnes 1948 

ADGHRTS Best Sports Stories. Dutton 1945 , 

G Bristow, Gwen. The handsome road.* Crowell 1938 

HR Brown, M.W. Wonderful story book. Simon 1948 

G Cather, W.S. Death comes for the Archbishop.* Knopf 1929 

G Conrad, Joseph. Lord Jim.* Modern Lib. 1931 

G Davies, Valentine. Miracle on 34th Street. Harcourt 1947 

RG Disney, Walt. Bambi.* Simon 1941 

TAG Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo.* McGraw 1946 

ADGHRTS &Eaton, H.T., ed. Short stories. American Bk 1951 

RA Foley, Martha, ed. The best American short stories. 
Houghton 1953 (paperbound) 

G Forester, C.S. Lord Hornblower.* Little 1946 

G Guthrie, A.B. The way west.* Sloane 1949 

G Hewitt, E.R. Those were the days. Little 1943 

RSHG Hoffman, Gloria. Primitivo and his dog.* Dutton 1949 

TRD Kantor, MacKinlay. Pocket book of dog stories. (paperbound) 

GHR Leen, Nina. Lucky, the famous foundling. Wyn 1951 

GHRS Lin, Yu-t'ang. Famous Chinese short stories. Pocket Bks 

G Nordhoff, C.B. &Hall, J.N. Hurricane.* Little 1936 

RGAST O.Henry. The pocket book of O.Henry prize stories. Pocket 
Bks 

SADGR O.Henry. Stories. Random 1945 

DG Rawlings, Mrs M.K. The yearling.* Scribner 1938 

RGTA Runyon, Damon. The best of Damon Runyon. Pocket Bks 

GR Spyri, Johanna. Heidi.* Random 1946 

DGASR Stevenson, R. L. The great short stories of Robert L. 
Stevenson. Pocket Bks 

R Thompson, R.P. Captain Salt in Oz.* Reilly 1936 

HGDTR Twain, Mark, pseud. Tom Sawyer (selected passages) 
Grosset 19 

SADGHRT Wagenknecht, E.C., ed. Fireside book of Yuletide tales. 
Bobbs 1945 

RG Wilson, H.L. Ruggles of Red Gap (Selected passages) 
Pocket Bks 
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NONFICTION 


Adams, J.T, Album of American history. Scribner 1944 

Aiken, C.P.,ed. Twentieth century American poetry. Modern 
Lib 1944 

Aistrop, J.B. Fun at the zoo. Roy 1951 

Alexander, #.P. American locomotives. Norton 1950 

Anderson, C.W. Horse show. Harper 1951 

Block, Irvin. Real book about explorers. Garden City 1952 

Block, Irvin. Real book about thé Mounties. Garden City 

Block, Irvin. Real book about ships. Watts 1953 

Boni, M.B., ed. Fireside book of favorite American songs. 
Simon 1952 

Book of knowledge. Pocket Bks 

a B.A., ed. A treasury of American folk lore. Crown 
19 

Brown, Dee. Trail driving days. Scribner 1952 

Buchanan, Lamont. The world series, and highlights of base- 
ball. Dutton 1951 

Burton, Hal. Real book about treasure hunting. Garden 1953 

Cairns, Huntington & Walker, John, eds., Great paintings 
from the National gallery of art. Macmillan 1952 

Carmer, C.L. Dark trees to the wind.* Sloane 1949 

Carnegie, Dale. Five-minute biographies (selected) Perma Bks 

Carnegie, Dale. Lincoln, the unknown. Pocket Bks. 

Carson, R.L., The sea around us. Oxford 1951 

Chapman, F.M. Bird life. Oxford 1950 

Clymer, J.F. Treasury of early American automobiles. 
McGraw 1950 

Collier, John. The Indians of the Americas. Mentor 

Commager, H.S., ed., America in perspective. Mentor 

Conant, J.B. On understanding science. Mentor 

Cook, G.E. American champions. Macmillan 1945 

Coplan, M.F. Pink lemonade. McGraw 1945 

Cowan, S.K. Sergeant York and his people. Funk 1922 

Danzig, Allison & Brandwein, Peter, eds. ,Sport's golden age 
Harper 1948 

Daugherty, Mrs S.M. Ten brave men. Lippincott 1951 

Davidson, M.B., ed., Art treasures of the Metropolitan 
Abrams 1952 

Day, C.S. Life with father. Knopf 1935 

Dix, J.F., Flowers in color. Oxford 1948 

Douglas, W.0. Of men and mountains. Harper 1950 

Drury, John. Midwest heritage. Wyn 1948 

Durant, John & Bettmann, Otto. Pictorial history of 
American sports 1952 

Epstein, Sanmel & Williams, Beryl. The real book of pirates. 
Garden City 1952 

Field, Bugene. Poems of childhood. Scribner 1904 

Ford, Alice, ed. Audubon's animals. Grosset 1951 

Foster, Harold, & Trell, Max. Prince Valiant in the days 
of King Arthur, Hastings 1951 

Franklin, Benjamin. Autobiography. Pocket Bks 

Frost, Robert. Poems of Robert Frost. Holt 1949 
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DGASTH 
DGT 





Garst, D.S. Will Rogers, immortal cowboy. Messner 1950 
Geagan, William. Nature I loved. Coward 1952 


G Gibbings, Robert. Lovely is the Lee.* Dent 1945 

RGSA Gilbreth, F.B. Jr. & Carey, Mrs E.G. Belles on their toes. 
Crowell 1950 (Also Bantam Bks) 

GRTAD Green, Abel and Laurie Joe, Jr. Show biz. Holt 1951 

SADGHRT Grombach, J.V. The saga of sock. Barnes 1949 

SRGH Hager, Mrs A.R. Washington, city of destiny. Macmillan 1949 

GH Hammond, C.S. &Co. Nature study atlas of America. Hammond 
1952 

SADGHRT Hart, H.H., pseud. & Tolleris, Ralph. Big-time baseball. 
Holt 1950 

SADGHRT Henderson, J.Y. Circus doctor. Little 1950 

SRGH Henderson, L.T. Ships.* Donahue 1937 

RGS Henry, Mrs Marguerite. Birds at home. Donahue 1942 

GH Herzberg, M.J. This is America. Pocket Bks 

DRASGT Heyerdahl, Thor. Kon-Tiki. Rand 1950 (Also Permabooks) 

GD Hibben, F.C. Treasure in the dust. Lippincott 1951 

HGR Hogner, Mrs D.C. & Hogner, Nils. Animal book. Oxford 1942 

HGR House, Bryant, ed. Book of kittens. Wyn 1951 

DGHR Judson, Mrs C.I. Abraham Lincoln. Wilcox 1950 

RDGT Kenny, N.A. Day unto day, the best of Nick Kenny. Fell 1945 

RG Kipling, Rudyard. Poems. Doubleday 1946 

GD Lamb, Dana & Lamb, Ginger. Quest for the lost city. Harper 
1951 

RDGHAT Leonard, T.B, Sixty snappy quizzes. Holt 1949 

RGH Life (Periodical) Life's picture history of western man. 
Time 1951 

GDRS Longfellow, H.W. The poems of Henry W. Longfellow. Cerf 1932 

SRGH Look (periodical) Look at America. Houghton 1951 

Ras Maas, Carl. How to know and enjoy New York. Mentor 

R McCoy, Paul. Ten ten-minute plays. Eldredge 

SADGHRT Mack, Connie. My 66 years in the big leagues. Winston 1950 

G Mauldin, W.H. Back home.* Sloane 1947 (Also Bantam Bks) 

GHS Meredith, Roy. Mr. Lincoln's camera man. Scribner 1946 

GHS Milhollen, H.D. & Kaplan,Milton. Presidents on parade. 
Macmillan 1948 

SADGHRT Moore, C.C. ‘Twas the night before Christmas. Simon 

DGRS Mott, F.L. Gallery of Americans, Mentor 

DGRTAS Neider, Charles, ed., Great shipwrecks and castaways. 
Harper 1951 

DGRTA Parker, E.M. ed., 100 story poems. Crowell 1951 

GD Pinkerton, Mrs K.S.G. Wilderness wife. Carrick 1939 

ASRGH Popular Mechanics. Fifty years of Popular Mechanics. 
Simon 1951 

SADGHRT Powers, J.J.A. Baseball personalities. Fields 1949 

GDH Rasmussen, AH. Sea fever. Crowell 1952 

HRG Roberts, C.M. Washington, past and present. Public Affairs 
Press 1949-50 

SADGHRT Robinson, Donald. The 100 most important people. Pocket Bks 

GHSR ~~ Gregory. Ships that have made history. Halycon 
193 

GHR Rothe, Paul. Movie parade. Studio 1950 

G Russell, Harold, & Rosen,Victor. Victory in my hands,.* 
Creative Age 1949 

The Bookmark -213- June, 1954 








RDAST 
DRASGT 
RGASD 
RDASTG 
DRTG 
RASDT 
SADGHRT 
RAGT 


Saroyan, William. My name is Aram.* Harcourt 1940 

Service, R.W. Complete poems of Robert Service. Dodd 1945 

Smith, Ken. Baseball's hall of fame. Barnes 1947 

Spafford, Justin, & Esty, Lucien, comps. Ask me another. 
Blue Ribbon 1927 

Speare, M.E. Pocket book of verse. Pocket Bks. 

Stanley, Dave, ed., A treasury of sports humor.Lantern 1946 

Stefferud, Alfred, ed. The wonderful world of books. Mentor 

Stern, Bill. Favorite boxing stories. Blue Ribbon 1949 

Stern, Bill. Favorite baseball stories. Pocket Bks 1949 

Stern, P.V.A pictorial history of the automobile. Viking 1953 

Thomas, Henry, pseud. & Thomas, D.L. 50 great Americans. 
Doubleday 1953 

Tousey, Sanford. Indians and cowboys." Rand 1937 

Tuttle, W.C. Bluffer's luck. Houghton 1937 

Tuttle, W.C. The keeper of Red Horse Pass. Houghton 1937 

Untermeyer, Louis, ed. The pocket book of American poems 
Pocket Bks 

Untermeyer, Louis, ed. A treasury of great poems. Simon 1942 

U.S. Camera. U.S. Camera Pub. Co. 

U.S.A.F.I. Improving your reading. Ginn 1944 

Victor, Jeffrey. The fix-it book. Roberts 1949 

Waldman, Frank. Famous American athletes of today. Page 1951 

Whittier, J.G. Complete poetical works of John G. Whittier 
Houghton 1904 

Whitman, Walt. Poems and prose of Walt Whitman. Viking 1953 

Wilder, Mrs L.B, The garden in color. Macmillan 1937 

Wordsworth, William. Poems of William Wordsworth. Macmillan 
1947 


Year 


PERIODICALS 


Argosy (selected articles) 
Civic Education Service, Inc. The American observer, 
(selected articles) 
Collier's (selected articles) 
N.Y. State Mental Health Assn. Blondie Comics 
Classics Illustrated Comics: 
Dumas, Alexandre, Three musketeers 
Verne, Jules. Twenty thousand leagues beneath the sea 
Twain, Mark. Prince and the pauper 
Dana, R.H. Two years before the mast 
Nordhoff and Hall. Men against the sea 
London, Jack. Call of the wild 
Melville, H. Moby Dick 
Coronet (selected articles) 
Holiday (selected articles) 
National Geographic (selected articles) 
Reader's Digest (selected articles) 
Saga (selected articles) 
Saturday Evening Post (selected articles) 
Sport (selected articles) 
Time (selected articles) 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 
Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: “of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


“Allen, Jerry. The adventures of Mark Twain. Little. $4.50. 
Delightfully informal biography of the well-loved American humorist, 
based on his writings, letters and some unpublished material and 
pointing out the serious side of his nature which has often been 
overlooked. Photographs. Notes on sources, index. B or 92 


Banning, Robert. All is not butter. Little. $3.75. 

A young newspaperman, his luxury-bred Southern wife and two small 
sons learn by trial and error to manage and enjoy an inherited, 
"“blizzard-swept" Wisconsin farm as they struggle with ailing live- 
Stock and wary German-American neighbors who eventually accept 
them. 630.1 
Farmwife, by Marion Roberts (Dutton. $3. 630.9) is a warm story 

of difficult but rewarding days on a farm in Wales where the Liver- 
pool-born author worked in the fields, took paying guests and wrote 
articles in order to help educate four children. 


“Bertelsen, Aage. October'43, Putnam. $3. 

How, during the second World War, the Danish people, horrified by 
the Gestapo's inhuman persecution of the Jews, secretly transported 
more than 6000 of their countrymen to Sweden is here related ina 
true and inspiring record of courage and compassion. 940. 53 


Bingham, J.B. Shirt-sleeve diplomacy. Day. $4. 

Objective appraisal of the Point 4 program by a former deputy admin- 
istrator of the Technical Cooperation Administration, emphasizing 

the importance of helping people in underdeveloped areas of the world 
to help themselves. Map. Appendixes, notes, index, 338.91 


“Brandon, Mrs Dorothy. Mamie Doud Eisenhower. Scribner. $3.75. 
"A portrait of a first lady" from army bride to President's wife, 
detailed with feminine appeal. Portrait. Syndicated version. B or 92 


Canham, E.D. New frontiers for freedom. Longmans. $2.25. 

This brief, lucid statement by the editor of The Christian Science 
Monitor emphasizes the importance of self-determination and inter- 
dependence in American world policy today. 338.9 


"Carson, Gerald. The old country store. Oxford Univ, Press. $5. 
The unique position of the general store in American life from 1790 
to after World War I is revealed in a richly flavorsome volume, based 
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largely on firsthand sources. Illustrations of historic interest. 
Appendix, references, index. 658.8 


YP “Coffin, Tristram. Your Washington. Duell; Little. $3. 

RH This unusual guide to our national buildings, monuments and shrines 
beautifully captures in text and photographs "the living spirit of 
a great nation." 917.53 

YP The White House, by Mrs Jane McConnell and Burt McConnell (Studio. 

RH $3.95. 975.3) is a handsome quarto describing the White House before 


and after restoration and the main events connected with its history. 
Photographs, some in full color. Bibliography, index. 


Dean, S.W. All the way by water. W. Funk. $4.50. es 
Filled with yachting and fishing lore and shipboard recipes, this is 

the informal log of the author's voyages from New York through the 

St. Lawrence on a 30-foot cruiser with his capable wife as "the 

mate", Maps, photographs. 797.14 


aig 


PR Diole, Philippe. 4,000 years under the sea; tr. by Gerard Hopkins. 

H Messner. $4.50. 
Enthusiastic, discursive account of underwater exploration, stress- 
ing the need for greater knowledge of marine archeology. Maps, photo- 
graphs. Appendixes, bibliography, index. 574 

YP *The inexhaustible sea, by Hawthorne Daniel and Francis Minot (Dodd. 

RH $4. 574) convincingly details how the little-used resources of the 
sea can “increase the well-being of mankind." 

YP Treasure-diving, by Mrs Jane Crile and Barney Crile (Viking. $3.95. 

RH 797.2) is a gay recital of exciting discoveries in the Pacific,Carib- 


bean and Mediterranean by the Crile family. Map, photographs. 










“Edey, Mrs Marion. Early in the morning. Harper. $3. 

Exhilarating reminiscences of a happy childhood on a beautiful Hudson 
River valley farm and in Manhattan in the '90s, by a member of the 
distinguished Armstrong family. B or 92 










Fishman, Jack. The seven men of Spandau. Rinehart. $3.50. 

A British news editor investigated conditions at Spandau prison and 
warns that the free world is in danger because of the impending re- 
lease of fanatical Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, who claims to be 
Hitler's chosen successor. Diagram, photographs. Boor 92 
















YP Fremantle, Mrs A.J. & Holme, Bryan. Europe; a journey with pictures. 
RH Studio-Crowell. $7.50. 
This striking quarto presents in brief text and outstanding photo- 
eraphs beautiful places of historic and literary association, acces- 
Sible to the traveler today. Colored frontispiece. Index. 914 
YP Sutton's places, by Horace Sutton (Holt. $3.50. 910) is a collec- 
RH 


tion of sketches by the travel editor of The Saturday Review, skil- 

fully blending wit and description with helpful information about 

foreign countries and our own. 

Y “At home abroad, by (lice-Leone Moats (Viking. $2.95. 910) is an 
unconventional, entertaining guide by an experienced traveler who 

offers many practical suggestions for getting "the maximum enjoyment 

and profit out of a journey anywhere in the world." Drawings. Index. 








The Bookmark -216~ June, 1954 





YP 
RH 


mi 


fa ty 


a td 


fa tg 


Bg 


Garnett, David. The golden echo. Harcourt. $4. 

Sparkling vignettes of family and friends distinguish the first 
volume of this literary autobiography which spans early childhood 
and young manhood, closing in 1915. Portraits. B or 92 


"Green, William, & Pollinger, Gerald. The aircraft of the world. 


Hanover House. $5.95. 

An aid to identification, this valuable quarto includes photo- 
graphs, specifications and three-view silhouettes of most of the 
Planes known to be in use today, arranged by structural groups, 
Index. 629.1 


Hicks, Granville. Where we came out. Viking. $3.50. 

“What it meant to be a Communist in the nineteen-thirties and what 

I think can and should be done about Communism today" is the subject 
of a candid and clarifying volume by the literary editor of The New 
Leader, 335.4 


Tleana, Princess of Romania. Hospital of the Queen's Heart. Rinehart. 
$3.50. 

How wooden barracks were successfully converted into an efficient 
hospital in the small Romanian town of Bran is sympathetically re- 
lated by the devoted, “eccentric princess who had a bee in her 

bonnet about nursing." Portrait. 362.1 


*Kieran, John. An introduction to trees. Hanover House. $2.95. 


Provides "the novice with an elementary guide to a friendly acquaint- 
ance" with the more common trees. Quarto, colored illustrations. 582 
Wild flowers and how to grow them, by E.F. Steffek (Crown. $3.95. 
635.9) tells where to find, how to transplant and care for easily 
identified wild flowers. Color plates and photographs. Tables, index. 


Lane, F.W. Nature parade. Sheridan House. $5. 

From the observations of naturalists, explorers and others, the 
author has gathered a remarkable collection of little-known facts 
and significant statistics about wild animals throughout the world. 
Photographs. Appendix, index. 591.5 


Marek, Stephen. Laughter in hell. Caxton. $5. 

The true experiences of a group of Americans who, despite brutal 
treatment, grueling labor and malnutrition, survived three years 
of life in Japanese prison camps by means of ingenious and light- 
hearted organization. 940. 53 


Moncreiffe, Ian, & Pottinger, Don. Simple heraldry. Nelson. $2.50. 
Entertaining, thorough treatment of a difficult subject for the lay- 
man, with authentic illustrations in color. 929.8 


Norway, N.S. (Nevil Shute, pseud. ) Slide rule; the autobiography of 
an engineer. Morrow. $3.50. 

In a frank, intensely interesting narrative the well-known British 
novelist recalls his career as an aircraft designer and manufacturer 
during the '20s and '30s. Photographs. B or 92 


Pastore, Arthur, & Pastore, Mrs Evelyn. Where to eat in Europe. 
Crowell. $3.50. 
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Arranged by country, this handy volume offers a wide selection of 
good restaurants in famous and lesser-known places, indicating special 
features and price ranges. Glossary. 647.95 

Y “Dining out in America's cities, by R.H. Ewell (Little. $3.50. 647.95) 
tells type of restaurant, its specialties, prices, etc., including a 
chapter on wines, Glossary. 


Y *Shallcross, J.E. The complete picnic book. A.S. Barnes. $3. 
More than 200 games and contests of great variety are suggested by the 
picnic director,Division of Recreation,Cleveland. Drawings. Index. 796 


Thomas, Dylan, Under milk wood, a play for voices. New Directions. $3. 
The daily life of a small Welsh seaside town comes alive in vivid 
imagery and picturesque speech, Last work by the gifted poet. 822 


YP *Verrill, A.H. The real Americans. Putnam. $5. 

RH This popularly written, sympathetic volume dispels misconceptions and 
fosters better understanding of the American Indians' customs, history 
and psychology. Photographs. Glossary, bibliographies, index, 970.1 


Wagenknecht, E.C. A preface to literature. Holt. $4. 

Freshly presents the values and delights of reading and considers the 
various forms of writing with frequent examples from modern and 
Classical authors. Appendix, index, 808 


Wallace, W.M. Traitorous hero; the life and fortunes of Benedict 
Arnold, Harper. $5. 

An absorbing study of the character and career of the first great 
American to betray his country, with observations on treason in our 
time. Maps, photographs. Appendixes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


YP “White, W.C. Adirondack country. (Amer. folkways) Duell;Little. $4.50. 

RH Glowing account of the Adirondack region -- its discovery, develop- 
ment and beauties -= by the well-known journalist who lives there, 
Map. Sources, index. 917.47 


YP "Young, Hazel. Islands of New England. Little. $3.95. 

RH Interesting stories and unusual happenings are interspersed throughout 
a description of the more remote islands from Maine to Nantucket. Map 
and delightful illustrations. 917.4 


Fiction 


Auchincloss, Louis. The romantic egoists. Houghton. $3. 
Eight satirical, sophisticated stories of his nonconformist friends 
reveal Peter's development as he strives to preserve his independence. 


Best, Herbert. Diane. Morrow. $3.95. 

Jamaica in 1804 is the scene of an exciting, colorful, somewhat melo- 
dramatic tale of a sugar plantation, the owner's faithless wife and 
his spirited daughter, Diane, who inherits the estate. Adult reading. 


YP “Brooks, John. A pride of lions. Harper. $3.50. 

RH On a visit to his home town, Thomas Osborne, successful New York edi- 
tor, learns with the help of his discerning sweetheart, to appreciate 
his family who “belonged to the vanishing company of old inhabitants." 
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YP Bryher, pseud, (Mrs Kenneth Macpherson). Roman wall. Pantheon. $2.75. 
RH Centering in a Roman officer and his sister, this polished, authentic 





novel vividly re-creates the barbarian invasion of Aventicum, now 
Switzerland, in the third century A.D. 


Coatsworth, Mrs E,J. Mountain bride; an incredible tale. Pantheon. $2.75. 
Lovely Sylvia, daughter of a part-Indian forest ranger and a Vermont 
woman, has a strange romance that is touched with the supernatural in 
this charming novelette based on legends of the Katahdin region. 


Keyes, Mrs F.P.W, The Royal Box. Messner. $3.50. 

At a theater party in London, the American ambassador to Aristan is 
murdered, and through flashbacks this absorbing, sophisticated story 
determines the culprit and shows during interrogation the relationship 
of each suest to the victim. 


YP *Remarque, E.M. A time to love and a time to die. Harcourt. $3.95. 


R 


A German soldier, home in Werden on furlough from the Russian front 
after Stalingrad, marries a girl whose love helps him to preserve his 
human values in spite of the bitterness of war. 


Rowans, Virginia. House party. Crowell. $3.50. 

During a lively Fourth of July week end at ambitious Lily Ames' de- 
caying Long Island estate, an ill-assorted group, involved in family 
quarrels and servant problems, find new values in this amusing, ironic 
tale. Sophisticated. 


YP *Secondari, J.H. Temptation for a King. Lippincott. $3.50. 


R 


After five years' exile in Sorrento, ex-King Julian IV receives word 
that the republican element wants his return and this ingenious, sa- 
tiric novel tells of three tense days while American correspondents 
vie for a "scoop" and the world awaits the King's decision. 


. “Streeter, Edward. Mr. Hobbs' vacation. Harper. $3. 


“a 


a 


How a Cleveland businessman's dreams of a relaxing season in Maine 
are shattered by problems of a run-down house, the visit of his two 
daughters with their children and his wife's social activities is 
hilariously told in a familiar picture of a chaotic holiday. Serial- 
ized in Good Housekeeping under title: One big, happy family. 





Thompson, Laurence. A time to laugh. Messner. $3.50. 

An amusing tale of a stupid, likable Sudanese goat-boy, a Chieftain's 
son, and his brushes with the British military system as he serves 
ineptly and reluctantly in the North African campaign. 


Webber, Gordon. The far shore. Little. $3.50. 

Vigorous portrayal of the mounting tensions of relative inactivity on 
the old freighter, "Katy Dee", as Lieutenant Lamb and the crew pre- 
pare for a secret mission on D-Day. 


Whitney, Janet. The Quaker bride. Little. $3.50. 

Married in 1856 to a wealthy East Indian widower, Rose Cartwright, 
young Philadelphia Quaker, tells of the sinister truths she dis- 
covers as mistress of his London estate and of the happy solution 

of her problems, Shorter version appeared in The Ladies Home Journal. 


The Bookmark -219- June, 1954 








Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscell 


Brandt, Leonore. Raccoon family pets. All-Pets Books, Inc. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 1954. 48p. $1.25. 


Brunsting, Bernard. Poison peddling obscene literature on America's 
boulevards. Van Kampen Press, Inc. Wheaton, Ill. 1953. 30p. 
35¢. 


Candid photography with hi-speed flash. (Fawcett book no. 165) 
Fawcett Publications, Inc. Greenwich, Conn. 1952. l44p. 75¢. 


Fisher, E.L. Marine Tropicals. The first comprehensive handbook 
explaining a new successful method for maintaining the brilliantly 
colored marine fish and animals. Sub-Marine Studios. 918 Lang- 
ford Building, Miami 32, Florida. 1954. 56p. $1.50. 


Grabe, Klaus. Build your own modern furniture. (Fawcett book no. 215) 
Fawcett Publications, Inc. Dept. 215. Greenwich, Conn. 1954. 
lbp. = 75¢. 


How to build boats. (Fawcett book no. 211) Fawcett Publications, Inc. 
1953. U4. 75¢. 


How to build it. (Fawcett book no. 193) Fawcett Publications, Inc. 
Greenwich, Conn. 1953. 44. 75¢. 


Outdoor fireplaces; how to build them. 4th ed. Donley Brothers Co. 
13902 Miles Ave., Cleveland 5, Ohio. 1953. 3lp. 50¢. 


Phelps, 0.W. Union security. Institute of Industrial Relations. 
201 California Hall, University of California. Berkeley 4, 
California. 1953. 57p. 25¢. 


Plumbing. 2d ed. No. 3386. (Merit badge series) Boy Scouts of 
America. 2 Park Ave., New York 16. 1953. 52p. 25¢. 


Warack, Bernard. Program planning for bus trips; a guide to safety 
and play activities in transporting groups of children. Play 
Schools Association, Inc. 119 W. 57th St., New York 19. 1954. 
32p.  60¢. 


Whittier, R.J., comp. Outboard cruising. Evinrude Motors. 4285 
N. 27th St., Milwaukee 16, Wis. 1953. 35p. free. 
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FOR JUNE--A TOUCH OF ROMANCE 


Selected by the Children's Librarians of the Queens Borough Pub- 
lic Library, and edited for the New York Library Association Sec- 
tion of Children's and Young People's Librarians, by Ethna Sheehan, 
Superintendent, Work with Children, Queens Borough Public Library. 


Anderson, Mildred N. Sandra and the right prince. Oxford. $2.50. 
This practical little princess sets up her own standards of selec- 
tion in an age of derring-do. (Ages 8-10) 


Austen, Jane. Pride and prejudice. World (Rainbow ) $1.50. 
The old story of the Bennet girls' romances holds enchantment for 
new generations. (Ages 12 up) 


Bridge, Ann, pseud. A place to stand, Macmillan. $3.50. 
An American girl faces danger and finds bitter-sweet love in troubled 
Budapest. (Y.P.) 


Chalmers, Audrey. Mr. Topple's wish. Viking. $1.50. 
He worked hard to bring it about. Guess what it was? 
This gay and gentle picture-story is just right for ages 7-9. 


Daly, Maureen. Seventeenth summer. Dodd, Mead. $3. 
This was the summer Angie fell in love, and tasted happiness and 
pain. (ages 12 up) 


Fenner, Phyllis 4., ed. Princesses and peasant boys. Knopf. $2.50. 
Includes some of the great old fairy-romances. (Ages 8-11) 


Ferris, Helen, ed. Love's enchantment. Doubleday. $2.50. 
A fresh and enticing selection from old ballads and other narrative 
poems. (Ages 11-16) 


Robinson, Mabel L. Strong wings. Random House. $2.75. 
Constance works out the problem of her romance with tenderness and 
logic. (Y.P.) 


Smith, Dodie. I capture the castle. Little, Brown. $3. 
A nice, if somewhat uninhibited, young English girl relates the story 
of her love with breezy charm and gaiety. (Y.P.) 


Summers, James L. Girl trouble. Westminster. $2.50. 
Don's problems all begin when the most attractive girl in school re- 
fuses to go steady with him. (12-16) 


Waite, Helen E. How do I love thee? Macrae, Smith. $2.50. 

The romantic courtship and marriage of Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 
(at are ingredients that blend into a smooth and piquant biography. 
(11-16 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATEXR 
SORES OY SF 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Annual report, 72nd, 1953. 
(1954) 23p. 


___. The quality of seeds on sale in New York as revealed by tests com- 
pleted in 1953 by B. E. Clark and H. B. Little with an appendix on 
legume inoculant tests for 1953 by A. W. Hofer. (1954) 4p. 
(Bulletin no. 760, January 1954) 


ALBANY PORT DISTRICT COMMISSION. Annual report...fiscal year July l, 
1952 to June 30, 1953. (1954) 20p. 


CHARITABLE AND PHILANTHROPIC AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS, JOINT LEGIS- 
LATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report, lst...February 15, 1954. (1954) 37p. 
(Lezis Doc 1954 no. 26) 


CONSERVATION DEPT, Division of fish and came. New York fish and game 
journal. Vol. 1, no. 1; January 1954. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Business law syllabus. 1954. 33p. (1954 revision) 


College and university presidents and superintendents of schools 
taking office since November 1, 1952. (1954) lip. 


__. Dentists and dental hygienists registered between October 31, 1952 
and September 18, 1953; dental schools, dental hygiene schools, 
1952-54. (1954) 24p. (University of the state of New York bulletin 
no. 1427, January 1954) 


__. Registered professional engineers and land surveyors and corpora- 
tions registered for the practice of professional engineering or land 
surveying, 1952-54. (1954) 236p. (University of the state of New 
York bulletin no. 1428, February 1954) 


__.. Toward improved preparation of administrators for education in the 
public schools. (1954) 32p. (Resource manual 2, April 1954 - 
Joint project of the Cooperative development of public school ad- 
ministration in New York state) 


"The United States of America"; the mural painting in Chancellors 
Hall. (1954) Folder. 


EXECUTIVE LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO RECODIFY AND REVISE THE. 
Report, final...March 18, 1953. 1953. 5p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 83) 
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FOOD PRODUCTS AND PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON IMITATION. 
Report, 1st...1953. 1953. 28p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 75) 


HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Water pollution control board. Hudson river (main 
stream only) from northern Westchester-Rockland county lines at Bear 
mountain bridge to Mohawk river. (1954) 73p. (Lower Hudson River 
drainage basin survey series report no. 5) 


Ramapo river and Mahway river drainage basins. (1954) 43p. 
~~ (Lower Hudson river drainage basin series report no. 4 


Saw Mill river drainage basin, (1954) 25p. (Lower Hudson 
river series report no. 6) 


INDIAN AFFAIRS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...February 23, 
1954. 1954. 8p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 42) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Cost of living 
for women workers, New York city, September 1953. (1954) 3p. Mimeo. 
(Special labor news memorandum no. 48, April 7, 1954) 


LAW REVISION COMMISSION. Report...for 1952. 1952. 7L8p. 
(Lezis Doc 1952 no. 65) 


LEGISLATURE. Assembly. Journal of the assembly of the state of New York 
at their 176th session, 1953 (inc. extraordinary session). 3v. 


Senate. Journal of the senate of the state of New York at their 
176th session, 1953. 2v. 


as Rules of the Senate, 1954 adopted January 7, 1953 as last 
amended February 2, 1954. 1954. 23p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 51) 


MIGRANT LABOR, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1954. 1954. 
20p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 27) 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Gift and exchange section. Serials acqui- 
Sitions list no. 2; additions and corrections made to the union 
list of serials, August 1949-December 1953. (1954) 78p. 


PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report...for the year ended 
December 31, 1950. Vol. II. (1954)  715p. 


STATE COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, Albany. Announcement of extension courses, 
2nd semester, 1953-54; general information. (1954) 4p. Mimeo. 


STATE COLLEGS OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Air labora- 
tories. (1954) 32p. (Cornell rural school leaflet, vol. 47, no. 2, 
Fall 1953) 


____ Christmas tree farming by J. A. Cope and F. E. Winch, Jr. (1954) 
32p. (Cornell extension bulletin 704, revised March 1954) 
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STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell universit Ithaca. Contour strip- 
cropping by Hugh M, Wilson and Harry A. Kerr. (1954) 15p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 800, December 1950, reprinted March 1954) 





___. The culture of gladiolus by R. E. Lee. (1954) 3p. (Cornell exten- 
sion bulletin 914, March 1954) 










A flexible-outlet mist sprayer (by) R. BE. Adams (and others) (1954) 


15p. (Bulletin 904, February 1954) 






____ Land judging in New York state (by) Hugh M. Wilson and William L. 
Garman. (1954) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 904, February 1954) 















Department of agricultural economics. Farming areas in Lewis 
county; a statistical summary by economic land class 225 full-time 


commercial farms Lewis county, New York by Howard E, Conklin and 
Broder F. Incas. 1954. 23p. Mimeo. (A. EB. 938, April 1954) 















___ ___ St. Lawrence county; farm account summary, 1953. (1954) 20p. 
Mimeo. (A. BE. 943, April 1954) 





STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. Tree-volume tables based on for- 
est site; Adirondack and Catskill regions of New York state. (1954) 
8p. (Bulletin 29) 









STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca, Human relations in administration; special four-week pro- 
grams November 1 through November 25, 1953; January 17 through 

February 12, 1954. (1954) 12p. 


Interplant wage inequalities by Harold G. Ross and Melvin Rothbaum. 
(1954) Var.pag. (Reprint series no. 20, from Industrial and labor 
relations review, Vol. 7, no. 2; January 1954) 












The NLRB and the multiemployer unit by Dallas L. Jones. (1954 ) 
Var.pag. (Reprint series no. 19 from the January 1954 issue of 
Labor law journal) 


STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. College and a professional career . (1954) 
8p. 


Board of trustees. 





(1954) 21p. 


TELEVISION FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES , TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON THE 
USE OF. Report...February 24, 1953. 1953. 185p. 
(Legis Doc 1953 no. 73) 


Annual report, 6th...1953. 











UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Anniversary convocation exhibits. 
1954. 9p. 


Anniversary convocation of the Board of regents of the University of 
the state of New York, 1784—1854-1904; Thursday, Friday, April 8, 9, 
1954, (1954) Unp. 

Institutions of higher education in New York state. 1954. 10p. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Cibraries 


SS * 


RR NRO 
See NS 


OF STATE INSTITUTIONS 
by Marion H. Vedder, Institution Library Consultant 


There is great activity in most of the institution libraries through- 
out the State, so much activity that it cannot all be mentioned in 
this brief report of visits made since July 1, 1953. 


Correction Department. Great Meadow Prison is fortunate this year to 
have had $5000 set aside_to buy books for the library. Plans are pro- 
gressing rapidly for a coffpletely né¥ library and they are looking 
for a librarian to set up the library and begin service. --Elmira 
Reformatory now has a fully trained, experienced librarian, Robert 
York. He is busily engaged in a total reorganization of the library 
services, --Attica Prison has no librarian, but through the interest 
and effort of the warden, Dr. Walter B. Martin, and the education 
supervisor, John P. Buckley, Great Books discussion groups are being 
conducted at a high level. These discussion groups are unique in 
prison programs and are receiving much favorable comment. In addition, 
the inmates assigned to the library are undertaking the reorganization 
of the library, classifying the books to make them more easily avail- 
able. --Reorganization is also being planned at the Reception Center 
in Elmira and at the Albion State Training School and has already 
been started at the Institution for Male Defective Delinquents in 
Napanoch. --Relocating the library at Auburn Prison to rooms open- 
ine directly into the Recreation yard has proven to be most success- 
ful, making the library much more accessible to the total prison 
population. --Wallkill Prison, which has one of the best organized 
libraries, is now without a librarian. Dr. Walter M. Wallack, warden, 
will be glad to hear from anyone who might be interested in this po- 
sition. --With all this activity in reorganization taking place it 
has been decided to hold a Library Workshop at the Frederick A. Moran 
Memorial Institute, August 16-20 at St. Lawrence University, deal- 


ing with "The Care and Organization of the Book Collection in 
Correctional Institutions." 


Health Department. Much work has been done at Mount Morris Tuberculosis 
Hospital to weed, classify and catalog the patients' library. This 
work has been done largely by patients under the supervision of Lucie 
Wachter, occupational therapist. Volunteer help is also provided each 
week by a school librarian and by other “institution-spirited" women. 
--At Homer Folks Tuberculosis Hospital, Oneonta, the new occupational 
therapist, Irene Kubovich, though hampered by lack of space, has al- 
ready made the library collection much more attractive and useful. -—= 


Other hospitals undoubtedly have news, but field trips this year have 
not been in their direction. 
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Mental Hygiene Department. Visits to Pilgrim State Hospital, Central 
Islip State Hospital and Creedmoor State Hospital showed much library 
activity. In these large hospitals, there is a potential library 
service far beyond the physical ability of present staff, but a sur- 
prising amount and variety of work is accomplished. Central Islip 
has a second person to work in the medical library which adds greatly 
to the usefulness of this library. This also is true at Hudson River 
State Hospital in Poughkeepsie, where Mrs. Ann S. Post is replacing 
Mrs, Margaret Hutchings who retired last year. --The staff at Kings 
Park State Hospital is cooperating to help organize libraries for 
staff and patients, hoping in this way to speed the day when there 
will be real library resources and services in this large hospital. 
~-Manhattan State Hospital,with a new librarian, Frank Rozeboom, is 
thoroughly reorganizing the patients' library. Library service now 
is under the supervision of Mrs. Mae Traynor, head of the occupational 
therapy department. --Staff members from each of the Mental Hygiene 
Department institutions in the New York-Long Island area attended a 
series of workshops on cataloging and classification. These work- 
shops, held at the Patchogue Library, were sponsored by the Suffolk 
County Library Association. Irving A. Verschoor, of Library Extension 
Division, was the leader. -=Brooklyn State Hospital library service 
to patients, under the supervision of Mrs. Elizabeth K. Couch, recre- 
ation director, is functioning smoothly and expanding to meet the needs 
of the various wards. Volunteers play an important part in operating 
this library. --The staff members at Willowbrook State School are de- 
lighted that Katherine L. O'Brien, Richmond Regional Librarian of the 
New York Public Library, took time to pay them a visit to explain the 
library resources and services available to them. As a result of this 
visit, a small station of books was established to serve the recre- 
ational reading needs of the staff. --Binghamton State Hospital is 
looking toward the day when its patients' library and medical library 
can be organized in the new building. --Craig Colony at Sonyea has a 
unique Colonists Club for men which has quite an extensive library. 
The men are proud of the library and submit interesting reports of 
its use, 


Social Welfare Department. The libraries at Hudson Training School for 
Girls, the State Agricultural and Industrial School at Industry and 
the New York State Training School for Boys at Warwick show activity 
and development. The television set formerly placed in the library 
room at Warwick has been removed to another location since it did 
not fit well into the library program. At Industry records are used 
to introduce books, especially to slow learning groups. 


News of activities in public libraries has 
been held over for the July issue. 
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AND OF STATE-WIDE INTEREST 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Mason Tolman 


Regional Center to Inaugurate New Building: On Wednesday, June 9, of 
Dairyland Festival Week, from 3 to 5:30 p.m., the Regional Library 
Service Center will hold open house to show interested visitors its 
new headquarters at 1050 Arsenal Street, Watertown. Its 7500 square 
feet is divided by movable walls into a conference and film viewing 
room, advisory, preparations, circulation and office sections. The 
walls are light green, the floors, gray-green. With the large windows 
and fluorescent lighting, the interior provides excellent illumination 
for the Center's activities. The RLSC selected and ordered 1717 books 
during the month of April for the 61 libraries it now services. 

A series of five workshops was held by the Center in various 1li- 
braries as part of its voluntary in-service training program this 
spring. Morning sessions were devoted to Friends of Library groups: 
how they are formed, how they complement library objectives, success- 
ful projects carried on by Friends groups in other libraries, etc. 

The afternoon program was devoted to children's literature. 

Have you seen the Regional Center's publication, "50¢ Worth"? It's 
well worth reading--tells what services a Regional Center can give indi- 
vidual libraries served by such an agency. 


in the rotunda of the New York State Library, a program was held to 
commemorate Senior Citizens Month. Choral singing by the members of 
the Senior Citizens and the Golden Circle groups, an illustrated talk 
by David Lithgow, the famous artist, addresses by Dr. Gosnell and John 
Ruskowski, of the Joint Legislative Committee on Problems of the Aging, 
highlighted the program. Senior Citizens and Golden Circle members 
participated in a panel discussion on "Putting Life into Living in 
the Later Years." An excellent and varied exhibit prepared by Edgar 
Tompkins, of the New York State Library staff, underlined the 1954 
Senior Citizens theme, "Creativity in Later Years." The exhibit was 
sponsored by the Joint Legislative Committee on Problems of the Aging, 
with the help of the local agencies in Albany. 


Neil C. Van Deusen Scholarship Offered: Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Van Deusen 
are offering a scholarship valued at $500 in memory of their son. To 
qualify the applicant must be: a resident of New York State and a member 
of the New York Library Association; interested in public library work 
and preferably employed in a public library at the time of application; 
qualified for admission to a graduate library school; ready to begin 

his program of study in the fall of 1954; expected to seek employment 

in a public library in New York State after completion of the year of 
study. Application blanks for the scholarship may be obtained from 


The Bookmark -227- June, 1954 








Mrs. Alice D, Rider, Director of Library Education, State University 
Teachers College, Geneseo, N.Y., and from Wilfred L. Morin, Library 
Extension Division, New York State Library, Albany 1, N.Y. Appli- 
cations for the scholarship will close June 10. 


First Multiple County Library Board Established: The first multiple 
library board of trustees under the 1950 State Aid to Libraries was 
organized on Thursday, May 20, at the Plattsburgh Public Library to 
prepare a plan of library service for Clinton and Kssex counties. 
Richard Lawrence, jr., was elected President; Wayne Byrne, Vice- 
President; Laura Ingalls, Secretary. Wilfred L. Morin represented the 
Library Extension Division. 


Staff Activities: On April 14 Mr. Verschoor and Mr. Morin spoke to the 
Dutchess County Library Association on “Organizational Pattern in Multi- 
county Unit Planning", --May 18 saw Miss Gustafson and Mrs, Hulst at 
the Home Bureau annual meeting in Saratoga Springs with a countywide 
library exhibit. --Miss Moshier, Miss Boochever, Miss Vedder and Miss 
Gustafson attended the New England States meeting of Extension Librar- 
ians at Rockport, Maine, May 13-15. Miss Boochever spoke on "Rooks 

to Enrich Living". --On May 14 Mr. Morin spoke before the Washington 
County Board of Supervisors on countywide library service. --On May 18 
he attended a workshop at Saratoga Springs and on May 19 held oné at 
Union Springs. --Miss Harshe spoke at the Saratoga Springs workshop on 
larger units of library service. The Union Springs workshop was on 
financial problems of the smaller public library and what can be done 
to solve these problems. -=-Mr. Verschoor spoke to the Northern Library 
Club on May 17 at the Center's headquarters on professional courses for 
librarians. --Dr. Gosnell was the speaker at the New Hampshire Library 
Association meeting at Manchester, New Hampshire, on May 18-19, --On 
May 22, the staff cooperated in holding certification-civil service 
examinations for 245 people in five centers. The examination was also 
held in Boston and Cleveland. Mr. Heiliger will represent the Division 
at the New York State Citizen's Council, Hobart College, June 17-20. -- 
Miss Harshe will speak at the Connecticut Library Association meeting 
June 18-19. 


ALA at Minneapolis-St.Paul June 20-26: "Knowledge == A Free People's 
Surest Strength" is the theme of this year's ALA Conference. Some of 
the speakers will be: Oveta Culp Hobby; Dr. James Lewis Morrill, Presi- 
dent of the University of Minnesota; and Dr. Charles W. Mayo, Mayo 
Clinic, The new librarian of Congress, L. Quincy Mumford, will be in- 
stalled as President of ALA at the Second General Session. A pre- 
conference Library Building Institute will be held in St. Paul on 

June 19-20, The Newbery-Caldecott dinner is scheduled for June 22. 
Awards to be presented are: Dana Publicity Awards; Letter Awards; Ci- 
tation of Trustees; E.P. Dutton-John Macrae Award; the Margaret Mann 
Citation; and the newly-established Grolier Society Award. 


TV Workshop at Schenectady: The date chosen for the television workshop 
for librarians of New York State has been set for Saturday, June 5. The 
Place will be the WRGB Television Station in Schenectady. It will empha- 
size techniques and scripts. 
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LIBRARIES IN INSTITUTIONS 


New York State houses 145,878 persons in its institu- 
tions, according to the Legislative manual of 1953. Of 
this number, 122,332 are in mental hygiene hospitals and 
schools for mental defectives. 


Approximately 95% of all offenders in state prisons 
and reformatories return to outside communities, most of 
them after comparatively short terms. Their stay affords 
an opportunity to provide corrective and rehabilitative 
treatment that may have been lacking in their homes. 


In The education of adult prisoners, Austin H. 
MacCormick writes: "If one could choose only one of the 
agencies necessary for a well-rounded program of education 
in a penal institution, he would do well to choose an ade- 
quate library. The possible values of directed reading are 
almost limitless, especially in the field of adult education." 
Despite inadequate collections and lack of trained super- 
vision, he continues, “prisoners read, persistently and 
widely. The libraries, poor as they are, are among the few 
bright spots in American prisons." 


New York State secondary school standards require a 
library in each high school. A library is equally essen- 
tial in a correctional treatment program, perhaps more so, 
for persons in a limited environment. The splendid article 
in this issue of The Bookmark demonstrates notably what 
can be done in a “hospital-wide group bibliotherapy pro- 
gram" in a V.A. hospital. Good library programs are needed 
in our state mental hospitals as well as in federal insti- 
tutions. 


Essentials in good library service for institutions 
are: well-trained, carefully selected personnel and ample 
materials to carry out an effective, over-all program. Of 
these, a qualified librarian should come first in order to 
select, organize and stimulate use of the materials. The 
importance of these objectives to the institution libraries 
of New York State cannot be too strongly urged. 


Marion H. Vedder 
Institution Library Consultant 
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